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Rallway Valuation.

Mr. Lo FoLLETTE frequently and Mr.
ROOSEVELT occasionally sing their little
song about the necessity for a physical
valustion of the railway properties cf |
the United States. The President s latest
public noto was sounded in his mes-
sage of January 81. It was not a clarion
note, but it was sounded. The matter |
has now reached the point of a request
on the part of the Senate Committee on
Interstate Commerce to the Interstate
Commerce Commission for an opinion on !
the question. The opinion is in process
of preparation.

‘ As a matter of theory there may bo |
i no reason why the physical value of a !
railway should not be ascertained as is
the value of any other enterprise. As a
matter of fact the ascertainment of such
value is attended by endless difficulty.
A valuatiormay be made on any one
of a numbenpf different bases and a dif-
ferent result secured in each case. In
the matter of the Kansas City stock
yvards (CorTING vs. Kansas City Stock
Yards Company, 183 U. S., 91) Justice
BREWER said that in ascertaining the
fair value of the property used by a cor-
poration maintaining a highway under
legislative sanction “the original cost
of construction, the amount expended in
permanent improvements, the amount
and market value of its bonds and stock,
the present as compared with the origi-
nal cost of construction, the probable
4 sarning capacity of the property under
1 particular rates prescribed by statute
and the sum required to meet operating
axpenses are all matters for considera-
tion.” He added, “we do not say that
there may not be other matters to be
regarded in estimating the value of the
property.”

Assume the appointment of three sepa-
rate commissions, each con isting of
five m®mbers sclected for their ability,
and jeach supported by all necessary
clerks and assistants. Assume the as-
signment of all three to an appraisal
of the property of the Pennsylvania
Railroad, each to work with entire inde-
pendence and wholly without even com-
munication with either of the others.
We venture the assertion that when
their work was done and the returns were
submitted the appraisements would be
many millions of dollars apart. The
work has been attempted in many in-
stances by State and local boards for
the purpose of fixing a basis for taxa-
tion, and in every case, we believe, results
. have been secured by methods which were

more or less arbitrary.
The theory that a parallel lies between
a valuation that will serve as a basis
for taxation or a valuation that will
serve an industrial enterprise as a basis
for profit making and a railway valua-
tion that will serve as a foundation for
the fixing of traffic charges is unsound.
The price of commodities is readily ad-
justed to changes in market condi-
2 tions, to advance or decline in wage
i rates. Traffic charges have no such elas-
|
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ticity, and can oply be adjusted with
diffieulty.
Our present system is not ideal, Qut
! the facts and figures show that it is at
f least not grosaly inequitable. Few now
1 regard our rate charges as unreasonable;
few allege extravagant or incompetent
railway management, and the figures
do not show exorbitant railway profits,
A physical valuation of the railways of
the country would be exceedingly ex-
i pensive; it would consume several years,
and when it was done the results would
in all probability be of very little use or
value,

Some Remarkable Legisiation Cone
templated in England.

In the legislative programme which the
Bannerman Government has determined
to carry out during the present session
of Parliament, so far, at least, as the
House of Commons is concerned, there
are two features of worldwide interest.
We refer to the bill for shortening the
working hours of coal miners, which is
egpected to lessen England's annual
output of the combustible by about one-
fifth; and secbndly, to the old age
pension bill, which, unlike the pension
law of Germany, will apply to every in-
habitant above a specified age, and,
agnin unlike the German law, will not
make the receipt of a pension depend
on the precéding payment of con-
tributions by the beneficiary. We may
say at once that if the former bill is
placed upon the statute book British
manufacturers will be handicapped in
their competition with their American
rivals, while if such an old age pension
scheme as we have mentioned shall te
sanctioned in the United Kingdom it
wiil be difficult if not impossible to
prevent a reproduction of it on this side
of the Atlantic.

' Let us take up these proposed innova-
tions in their order and mark their full
significance, It is computed by experts
that the bill shortening the working
hours of coal miners will if it become a
law increase the pripe of coal, already
high, by at least sixty-two cents a ton.
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of fuel will fall with peculiar severity | rect when we examin the reasoning by

upon the very who as it is find it
dificult to keep
winter. But that is nojall or the worst.

If the wages pald by

itish manufac- '

which the court reached its conclusion.

ves warm in | If Congress can deny the right of an

employer to dismiss an employee because
he belongs to a labor organization, it

turers should go up in proportion to the | can deny the right of an employee to

advance in the price of coal, workmen,
of course, would gain in one direction
what they would lose in another. This,

quit the service of a corporation because
that corporation insists upon employing
persons who do not belong to a labor

| however, would not be the case. The organization. In other words, the right
cost of a British manufacturer’s products | of & master to dismiss a servant, in the

would manifestly be heightened by his , absence of an express contract on the
increased outlay for coal, ard if under | subject, for any reason which seems to
such a disability he is to continue to | him sufficient cannot be questioned with-
? ulianed by the Sun p.anting and Pudlishing | Ovtnpete with foreign rivals, American out at the same time questioning the

or

, he will surely feel himself | right of the servant to leave the employ-

obnstrained to lower wages rather than | ment for any causé which he deems

raise them. The temptation to take sufficient.

As Mr. Justice HARLAN points  for a new land surface big enough

such a course will be intensified hecause | out. unless there is n contract hetween |
the present Government has repealed the parties co:trolling their conduct
the export duty on British coal which | toward éach other and fixing a period

was imposed by its predeocessor. Since‘j of service, their rights are

procal;

the date of the rrpeal the d'mand in 'that i8 to say, the propositibn that &
parts of Europe has been 80 great that | man cannot be compelled against his

the price of coal in the home market | will to remain in the personal service of | But most of them are mere specks in the
another, which is undoubtedly correct, | great aggregation;

has undergone a remarkable advance.

Now let us glance at the old age pen- | demands the reciprocal conclusion that | even named,
an empléyer is not under any legal obli- ' less than a tenth of a square mile. Mo

sion bill, which, it is understood, will
diYer y from the German prec-
edent

|

makes workmon, their em- | ployee in his service.

gation against his will to retain an em-
In the Adair

ployers and the State contribute to a | case, COPPAGE, the locomotive fireman,
pension fund from which contributors | was under no obligation to remain in the
alone may derive any benefit. Undeér ' employment of the Louisville and Nash-
the British projected bill every human | ville Railroad Company a moment longer
being in the United Kingdom who shall | than he chose so to do. He could leave

is expected, will be sixty-five—will be
entitled to draw a certain sum of money
weekly from the imperial exchequer.
How are the pensions to be paid? Mr.
AsQuiTH, the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, said a year ago that he should
“earmark” or reserve a specif>d frac-
tion of the national revenue for the pur-
pose, but the sum so set aside would
fall very far short of the amount needed
to give even so émall a stipend as three

dollars a week to every man and woman |

sixty-five years of age or older. How is
the deficit to be made good? Shall
great economies be carried out in the
military, naval and civil administration,
or shall new sources of revenue be
tapped? The Labor party insists that
the latter course should be followed.
and there are indications that the Liberal
leaders are inclined to acquiesce in the
demand. That is to say, they will get
the money required for old age pensions
by increasing the income tax and the
death duties, thus making the rich sup-
port the poor. Wé need not point out
that if such an old age pension scheme
is accepted n England there will be
plenty of men in the United States, as
well as in France, to clamor for a coun-
terpart of it.

There is no civilized people which has
not cause to watch narrowly the doings
of the British Parliament during its
present session.

Popullsts All,

At the “mass convention” of the Peo-
ple's party of Montana Saturday, for the
purpose of electing delegates to the
Populist national convention, only two
Populists were present. Yet Montana
has had a Populist Governor; and until
within a year or two Populists have held
a half or so of the State offices.

In other States the visible shrinking
of the Populist strength may not have
been quite as marked, but everywhere
the Populists are a disappearing race.
Only the flerce, untamable, Puritan
Middle-of-the-Roaders survive.

Yet this vanishing party, has con-
quered as no other party in American
politics. If it has almost lost its sepa-
rate entity and name, its spirit and its
principles have been a bed eagerly
by the Republicans and by the Demo-
crats.

There is no Republican party, save in
name. There is-no Democritic party,
save in name. Two great Populist par-
ties, each bidding against the other,
possess the land. The gospels of Ocala
and Omaha prevail.

The Decision in the Adair Case,

The decision of the Supreme Court of
the United States in the Adair case,
when thoroughly understood, turns out
to be just as favorable to the interests of
organized labor as it was supposed to be
favorable to the interests of employers,
Indeed, it expressly declares that the
employee and the employer are entitled
to equality of right before the law, and
that “any legislation which disturbs that
equality is an arbitrary interference with
the liberty of contract which no govern-
m>nt can legally justify in a free land.”

WILLIAM ADAIR was a master me-
chanig, of the Louisville and Nashville
Railroad Company in Kentucky, and as
such had power in behalf of the corpora~
tion to employ and discharge locomotive
firemen. On October 15, 1908, he dis-
charged a fireman named 0. B. CoPPacE
bacause of his membership in the labor
organization known as the Order of
Locomotive Firemen. ADAIR was in-
dicted for this act, under the Federal
statute which makes it a misdemeanor
“to unjustly discriminate against any
employee because of his membership in
such a labor corporation, association cr
organization.” He demurred to the In-
dictment; which means that he admit-
ted the act charg®d in the indirtment
but contended that it was not within the
authority of Congress under the Consti-
tution to declare such an act to be unlaw-
ful. The trial court held against him in
this respect, and upon the subsequert
trial he was found guilty of the accusae
tion and sentenced to pay to the United
States a fine of one hundred dollars. The
case wa: then taken to the Supreme
Court at Washington.

The question which the appellant
brought up for consideration and de-
termination is thus stated by Mr. Jus-
tice HARLAN, who wrote the prevailing
opinion:

“May Cangress make it a criminal offence against
the United States for an agent or oMcer of an
interstate carrier, baving full autbority In the
premises from the carrier, to discharge an em-
ployee from service simply because of his member.
ship In a labor organization®™

This question has been answered by a
majority of the Judges in the negative,

At first blush, the statement that the
question has been thus answered con-

| antagonistie to organized labor,

! have reached a prescribed age—this, it | it whenever he liked, for any reason he

liked, or without assigning any reason
at all. This being the case, the railroad
company, or ADAIR acting in its behalf,
was equally at liberty under the law to
discharge COPPAGE with or without any
reason. Its action in so doing may have
been most unwise and may have given
the Order of Locomotive Firemen good
cause for criticising the corporation in
the domain of morals or economics; but
it was lawful, unless we are prepared to
say that Congress cbuld properly re-
strict the right of COPPAGE to leave the
service of the railroad company at his
own free will,

There is one other consideration which
makes it still plainer that the decision
in the Adair case is really in no sense
If Con-
gress could interfere with the right
of an employer to discharge an employee
in the manner attempted by the statute
to which we have referred, there is no
reason why it could not require those
corporations which operate interstate
railway lines to employ in the conduct
of their business only persons who were
not members of labor organizations. It
may be said that thers is not much
danger of any_such legislation, but that
fact does not make any diference in re-
gard to the principle involved. Under
the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution
of the United States, which declares that
no person shall be deprived of liberty
without due process of law, the employer
and the employee stand on an absolute
equality; and the same freedom of action
which it guarantees to the servant must
be allowed to the master. “It is a part
of every man’s civil rights,” said that
great lawyer Chief Justice CooLEY of
Michigan, “that he be left at liberty to
refuse business relations with any per-
son whomsoever, whether the refusal
rests upon reason or is the result of whim,
caprice, prejudice or malice. With his
reasons neither the public nor third per-
sons have any legal concern.” This
rule applies equally to master and to
servant, to employer and to employee,
It is the hasis of the decision in the
ADAIR case, which, far from giving the
workingman just cause for complaint, is,
indeed, an emphatic assertion of his
complete liberty of action under the
law,

Bryan and the Bushwhackers.

Our old familiar friend the Peerless
One of the Plaite has just told the Illinois
Democrats at Springfield what he thinks
of “bushwhackers.” He means by that
such delegates to the Denver convention
as have not been instructed to vote for
him. Of course that is not the real
significance of the term, which was
applied more than forty years ago to the
followers of JiM LANE of Kansas—as
brave a set of men as ever rode to battle
anywhere. Mr. BRYAN has converted it
to his uses, nevertheless, and we know
exactly what he intends to say. Under-
standing nothing of real war, the Ne-
braska Colone may not be aware that
“bushwhacker” is at leas as descriptive
as “Rough Rider,” if not more so.

But Mr. BRYAN, aceording to all present
prospects, need not be afraid. For the
moment it looks as though there will be
no “bushwhackers” worth mentioning
at Denver. Naturally in these half
crazy times no' ody can see four weeks
ahead, but as things stand now both
conventions are likely to be packed.
There will be no threshing of the chap-
arral todiscover hidden enemies. Theore
will be no enemies to discover. The dos-
tinies of eighty-odd millions of people,
with means of prosperity unparalleled
in the history of the world, are in the
hands of two men and may the devil
take the hindmost!

“Bushwhackers!” Why, in the sense
in which the word was applied in 1861
and 18682 the nation would be well off
and Mr. BrRya~N and his kind forgotten
if the woods were full of them to-day.

The authorities in Philadelphia have fore
bidden the holding of anarchist meetings
in that city hereafter. [n this State the law
for the repression of anarchist meetings
has not been a conspicuous success and the
prosecutions under it have stirred up sym-
pathy for the accused. The suppression of
talk meets with slight encouragement from
the public. Moreover, if anarchist meet-
ings are to be prohibited, why should not
the more fiery of the Socialists be arrested
when they denounce the existing political
and social conditions?

The Hon. AvGusTUs PEABODY GARDNER,
M. C., who made the Hon. HEnrY Casor
Lopoe famous, is carrying war into the
bowels of Massachusetts:

“ 1 am for golag out afier instrucied delegates
and getting them or dying I the attcmpt.”

He and Mr. Coss, who comes fri Mil-
ton, that golden country, have interviewed
the Grand Elector on the subject. The
Grand Elector “did not commit himself,”
Mr. GARDNER says. That silence voted
Yes very loudly in Mr. GARDNER'S ears;

veys the idea that the decision is neces- | and Coss of Milton, chairman of the exeou-
sarily unfavorable to the worhinzmnn;; tive committee of the Massachusetts Taft

|

have gone on scanning every bit

or more men to stand on, till the list makes
8,141 separate items, with large counties
still to hea from Many hundreds of these
bita of land, now first introduced to the
maps, fill all requirements of the economiets
who insist that three acres and a cow are
able to geet every neoessity of a family.

1,478 of them are nos
and 2,046 have each an area of

numerous and almost negligible are these
members of the family of which Luzon is
the fourteenth and Mindanao the sixteenth
largest island in the worild.
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A CAVALRYMAN'S PROTEST.

How the New Plan of Assigning West Point
Graduates Works Injustice.

To tae Eprrom or Tur Sux—Sir: Out
here at a post in the far Northwest 1 have
Just read the article in Tas St about the
horsemanship test at West Point. Colonel
Scott, the Superintendent, has sald that the
neaw method of assigning graduates “nullifies
the classification based on scholarship and
discipline, to the detriment of both.” He
tates as an example Cadet (now Lisutenant)
Arnold, who stood No. 68 in his class and
was qualified for the mounted service and
who asked for that branch but did not get
a commission in it. Cadet Arnold was, in
the opinion « ' his class, an éxcellant horse-
man; vui 8 w.d oot play polo as much as
some other men because he was confined to
barracks a good deal of the time. He did
ocars a great deal for horses and would have

e & much bettér oavalryman than in-
antryman.

‘) he same could be sald of man after man
of the class of 1007—meén who, to quote #
article in the Army ond Navy Journal l
February 2, “had worked four long vears
at West Point to get a certain branch of
the servicea and who qualified in riding, too,”
but who are now in the infantry or elss have
resigned. Whv? Because they have seen
their efforts wasted, the work of those four
hard years gone for nothing. Unkindest
cut of all, they had seen men put into the
mounted branches who could ride not one
bit better than they and in two or three
cases not nearlv as well. That was the
thing that hurt mosat, and, as the Army ard
Aa v Journal stated, was doubtiess the de-
termining factor In causing the resiguation
of 80 manv men from the last class,

It has been stat that the assignments
were made for the good of the service In
that the infantry got_so few agraduates
of late. oes the War Department or the
infantry think the “foot” will be benefited
one bit bv foreing men under such eircum-
stances to g0 into it only to be alwavs dis-
satisfled -men who were really entitled to
the cavalry or the field artillery? Far from
it. Those men's best efforts can never be
given to the Govarnment, because thev know
how shabbilv thev have been treated.

Furthermore, thev have no redresas, for thev
lack even that privilege which is accorded
other oficers. of transferring to another
branch. and all becanee thev are graduntes.

One more noint:  Who comnosed the “board
of oMeers” that nassad jndement on ondets’
qualifications in horsemanshin? Nobodv has
As vet bheen able to find out, althongh several
6Moera have tried. Tt seema hardiv fair
thmt anv one shonld be subjected to such
high Bandad treatment, even thouch.bo be

MY.

a rraduate of the “Point.”

PORTLAND, Ore., February 18

English University Rowdiness.
From the Landon Globde,

Forsome time past alarmist accounts of *ragging”
and disorderly behavior on the part of Oxford and
Cambridge undergraduates have been pubiished
in various quarters. A radical change s taking
place In the tone (t might also be sald in the quality, l
of undergraduate iffe, a change which because of
Its gradual growth has apparently been unnoticed
by those Lefore whose eyes [t s occurring. But |
any one who was, say twenty years or so ago, at {
either university and has not since visited it
would be astonished and dismayed by the alteration ’
that has come over undergraduate manners, it
might aimost be added, morals. We are not allud-
ing to “rags” and so forth which are confined to
the colleges, which are for the most part. if not
entirely what they always have been, mere sbulll-
tlons of boyish high spiriis, foolish, maybe, but not
unmannerly or unmanly, What we do refer to Is
the undoubted existence of what can only be ftly
described as “hooliganism,” exhibited by a certaln
set of undergraduates i§ypublie.

At Cambridge some time since a policeman
was 80 soversiy mauled by a party of under-
gralluates that he was crippled for life. No one
was punished. In former days It was always
Town vs. Gown, and heaven help those who got
In between, though In a tight corner the poilce
couid always count on varsity assistance: there is
a tendency now for It to beTown cum Gownandw
hades with the police.

The American Colors and the English Dake.
TOTHE EPITOROF TR SUN~S(r: Greville men.
tions In his “Memoirs™” under the year 1834 that
“the Duke of Richmond during the American war,
while he was Lord Lleutenant of Sussex, salied In
a yacht through the [British] fleet when the King
was there, with American colorsat his mast head.”
The Duke quarrelied with his sovereign as early
a8 1783 or 84, when he told King George at the close
of & private audience that “he [the King' had sald
that to him which If he was a subfect he should
not seruple to call an untrith.” The King never
forgave him for It, according to Greville, and ap-
parently the Duke did not forgive the King.
1t appears that the Duke salled his yacht fylng
the hostile American colors under the guns of the
fleet which the King was reviewing without hav-
ing a shot put into him or being otherwise molested,
Whenee this remarkable omission? Does it not
look as If the colors were not particularly well
known there at the time? It would be a curlous
accldent If this was the first time they were flown
In Faglish waters. Greville does not mention the
exact date, but no doubt any historlan could sup-
ply It G,
ST, AvaUsTINE, Fla,, February 20,

Amenicies of Jonruallsm.

To TAR EDITOR OF THAE SUN--Sir: The world
moves! Can you Imagine the nresent editor of the
Ewvening Post adopting as his 0wn the following words
of his lllustrious predecessor, Willlam Cullen Bry-
ant, in a poem entitled “The Fmbargo” (18508),
directed to Thomas Jeflerson, and applying them
1o Theodore Rooseveit;

“Go. wretch! resign the Presidential chalr,

Disclose thy secret measures, foul or fair:

Go, search with curious eye for horn'd froge

"Mid the wild wastes of Loulsiana bogs.”

Wrnsiam C, Grumaw,

Norwich, Conn., February 21,

Three Mysterious Fullman Car Names,
To TME FDITOR OF THR SUN-Sir; Leaving these
ayivan solitudes the other day for New York,

where the horse cars raitle o'er the slony strees,
they put me in a car called “Lobella.” | almost |
threw up the trip. Coming back the car was the
“Rydal,” which seemed to ride all right, But
walt, that'snot the glad Udings of great Joy | started
out to tell you, which is——the Pullman Company l
hzas at least one car where you are safe from the
It 1s called “"Dun. !
C.8 P,

porter. 1 saw It In Jersey Oliy,
robin.” Sound the glad udings!
PHILADELPHIA, February 22,

First Ald for Cold Ears.
To TH® EDITOR OF THR SUN--Sir: If “Cold
Ears” =.ll vetore'going out (or at any time when
theearsarecold) lay thelnside of his Angers agalost
the oayge of the ears and rudb them quickly back
and forth till the ears burn thers will be no cold
ears tor some lme, Should thay beégin to feel
cold repeat. This Is a sure remedy,

BROOKLYN, Feoruary 20, FELLOW SUPFERRR,

The Case of the Sprats.

Jack Sprat could eat no fit, his wife could eat
no lean,

“Investigate wielher this discrimination 1s due
to business misconduct In the past,” thundered
the President,

Tremblingly they reallzed the laws of nature
were considered no great

In Florida—A Reentering Angle Inte the
Far South.
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south, offers various climes
level, for it is flat all over. [t is. in fact. a
horizontal thermometer. The patient de-
siring more or less warmth has merely
to move to the next station in the chain,
thence to the next, as from one room Lo
apother in a Turkish bath, so tempering
and fortifying his system till he can safely
venture home again,

To the ordinary frequenter of Florida
such considerations are momentoudp Care-
lesa youth is conspicuously absent from
its visitors. The golden boy is at college
and the golden girl is having presumably
too good a time in the “nive candida® to
budge. Among a hundred heads at a
dinner table you may count eighty sil.
vered. Here at last the long sought lei.

sured class of the United States confesses | surely be the envy .of modern builders.
its existence. In busy American cities | It was never taken. When Oglethorre

the question has occurred to many aliens,
“Where are all the old people?” Well, in
winter they are in Florida, but they still
have to account for their summers,

The comeliest town of the east Florida
chain is 8t. Augustine, which calls itself th»
“Ancient City.” Tourists and antiquities
often consort, and here you have at all
events the tourists. If age is not the most
conspicuous quality of St. Augustine that
is not the fault of its hack drivers. It is as
trig and pretty a place as may be found in
a defective world, and the hack drivers
point out in it not one, but two or more
“oldest house in the United States.” “Old-

estyis the catchword of St. Augustine, as | life, brings to a literary mind the ghosts of
“centre” is of Atlanta. This is the *oldest” | Uncle Toby and Corporal Trim, and a his-
church: that the “oldest” fort; that ths , torical regret crosses one's memory that the
“oldest® cemetery. Much of this patter | pair did not have it on their village green
may be dismissed as mercenary and falla- | to play with, in whigh case, however, the
cious without impugning the word of | Widow Wadman svould probably have re-

history. 8St. Augustine is older than the
New England towns, but has been less
scrupulous in preserving its youth. To-
day it cannot display relice of the same
rank in years. It has been devastated and

renovated, and thereto careless, till the | quently proposed was, “What are the chief

inscription *1571" which once surmounted
one of its lintels exists only in hack drivers’
fancies, and not the least venerable of its
monuments nowadays to a superficial eye
i®# a modern hotel. It must be owned,
however, that the hotel is a wonder.

For a moment let us imagine a party of
Europeans who had sailed for, say, the
Canaries, driven out of their course by
a serics of storms, their navigator washed
overboard and the survivors at last ene
tirely ignorant of heir whereabouts. Let
them arrive one evening off this point on
the American coast. Weary of the salt
ocean, they steer with some recklessness
through the berr of breakers slong the
outlying island of Anastasia mto the still
lagoon on the shore of which lies St.
Augustine. What do their eager ayes see
blocked against the golden red sunset?
A great and extremely imposing city,
to judge by the many towers and pinnacles
and the high range of masonry looming
beyond the smaller houses just distinguish-
able in the twilight at the water’s edge.
An Oriental city, it would seem, to judge
by the minaret shape of the towers and
by a Byrzantine dome bulging between
them. The wanderers would surely guess
that they had somehow described a loop
in their voyage and returned to the Old
World and were now lying off some famous
city in Algiers or southern Srain., They
wait to land till next day. When the sun
rises from ocean facing the place they
discover that it is not so large as it ap-
peared against the magnifying sunset.
But their surprise and pleasure are not
lessened. .

With clean white houses among trees
and gardens ornamenting the front and a
castle or palace, as it seems, of most noble
dimensions dominating the background,
they have surely cast anchor before a
jewel of a city, and stroke their foreheads
for ita name in Granada or Sicily or Tunis.
or maybe Illyria. They to the jetty
and step ashore in the Plaza de la Consti-
tucion, which carries its lawns and foun-
taina and live oaks right through the heart
of the town to the castle walls, and as they
gaze about them they still take it for granted
that they have made a loop. They see
some stores with English names over them
and English advertisements in the win-
dows; they see a board at the corner of a
Jawn bearing the words, “What shall it
profit a man,” &ec.; and that, too, seéms
very Anglo-Saxon to them: they see tour-
ists walking and driving about whose gait
or clothes proclaim them undeniable Anglo-
Saxons, and many other signs inevitably
found in any tourist resort of southern
Europe.

On the other hand, the natives look Span-
ish or Italian in feature and complexion;
most of the storekeepers’ names are Latin,

parrow transverse streets without
side pavements and with overhanging
wooden balconles and here and there a
mantilla belong to the Latin concatenation,
and the many Africans are not discordant
with a Mediterranean hypothesis. They
only wonder now that so neat a town with
80 noble a palace is unrecognized by any
of them. They gaze upatthe castle through
the trees and ask one another to what great
prince or duke it belongs. They surmise
that it is marvellously well preserved, and
one of the party ventures the guess that
its owner has married an American heireas,
by whose millions it has been penovated
and its fortifications perhaps dismantled -
unless indeed these still exist on the further
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j ture a8 bey.~d their as”irations.
| Sraniards lay guietly within the walls of
! their castle.” That sums up the military
1 history of the town.

| the custom to sharpen the wits of youth, as
| on stropping blocks, on a regular circuit of

| uity.” Which solution, I regret to say,
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wvari,” but the le looked quite capable
of all three. saying that the way to a
man's heart lies through his stomach
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the beginning lain like a watchdog out-
side the town opposite to the entrance into
the lagoon. The fort is an antiquity of a
high order. It is tyue that it was only fin-
ished in 1750 or so, but jt was begun long
before and it has changed little since.
When the British received the town from
the Sraniards, in 1784, their surveyor in
his inventory of the rlace described it
as built on “Marshal Vauban's system.”
On Marshal Vauban’'s “little system® he
might have said, for the marshal divided
fortifications into three classes, and this
belonged to his smallest class. But it is
singularly perfect, and the beauty of the
angles apd ourves in the masonry must

-—

and Palmer attacked St. Augustine they
seem to have regarded this scientific strue-
“The

Whenever there was
an nroad the citizens fled into the castle.
On the ocasion of Col. Palmer's raid it is
recorded that “the Sranish inhabitants
of the town and country fled into the fort,
but with execrable meanness excluded the
poor Indians [their allies], who were nearly
all killed or made rrisoners.” The exquisite
elaboration of this toy, as it now seems,
though it was once so precious asavior of

mained unsuccessful
In a certain English college where it was

essay subjects, one of the subjects fre-

characteristics of American humor?” Old
questions had old answers, and in my time
the conventional answer invented by some
prior genius to this inquiry was:**The
irreverence of an unsophisticated mipd
toward high art and the beauties of antlq-

was invariably illustrated and supported
by quotations from the “Tramp Abroad.”
There was a kind of treachery in this reply,
for most of us were undeniably fond of the
“Tramp Abroad.” Still, to shuffle off one
of those detested éssays we were quite
capable of parodying a motto from a grand-
mother's tombstone. Now, when I found
myself in this “ancient city” and saw so
many American tourists brought face to
face with the (alleged or real) beauties of
antiquity our old essay came back to my
mind, and I could not help asking myself,
“Are they really irreverent?” It appeared
to me that au fond they precisely resem-
bled European tourists confronting the
antique. They tried to be sympathetio,
but the attempt barely veiled a deadly in-
difference. After all, the natural sinful
man is the same all the world over.

Trick of the Grocery Trade.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: | recently
purchased of a first class grocer In this ity a “pint™
of olive oll for she price of 40 cents. The quality
was good,

The bottle, Instead of holding a pint, held abous
two or three tablespoonfuls over half a pint,

A.galion of the oll, worth say $2 at wholesals,
will il twelve or thirteen of these "plot” bottles
and bring $4.4 or 85.20 to the veuder,

What makes the swindie all the more contempti-
bie, the oll was thelr own brand, put up by the
selves with thelr own labels on the bottle. I"

1 course they knew all abous Its being put up
sbort. C. H. Posr,

New YOrk, February 22,

“In Respegt OF.”

To ras EvITOR OF THS SUN—Sir: InTas Sux o

February 13 H. L. Lack seeks the authority for “in

rospect of.” 1 refer him 1o Shakespeare’'s “Jullus

Ceesar,” Actl. sccue i, line 9: “In respect of & Gne
workman.”

Naw YORK, February 22.

When My Love Comes.
My love may come In early spring
Through orchards, April kissed,
With happy biuebirds caroliing
In dreamy skies of mist,
Then sing, glad orlole, and hush .
The mourniag of the dove;
But sing! sing! bobolink and thrush; °
Of love, and love, and love!

Or she may come In summer days, °
When heated meadows ress,

And down the fietds a goldNnch swayy
Upon the thistie’s cresst.

Then, blackthrozt, sing! You love the sun;
%n', quall, amid the heat;

And all your songs shall make thls one,
My sweet! my sweet! my sweet!

Her path may lle through leafless trees;
Her dainty feet may stir

Soft rustilng leaves; the chickadees
May all make love to ber,

Then, sun, shine soft from golden skies;
Stay, happy wind, to kiss

Her cheek, and fii my sweetheart's eyes
With bliss, aud bilss, and bilss!

Across a track of drifiing snow
11 she should chance to tread

The lingering fakes shall come and g0
Around ber dariing head,

The longing fakes shall touch ber haty;
Then, snowbird, round her dary;

Sing, shining snow and shining air,
Sweetheart! Sweetheart! Sweethears:

I would, If she shall come in spring,
That springtime might be here;

1 loog for winter, If it bring
My love a day more near.

For what ls spring or what s fan?
Love only makes the skies,

My love shall blend the Joy of all

Tracuen.

| friend an

Bweel scasons 1o bes ayce,
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CZECN SYMPATHY.
A Bohemian Recalls s, Movement Anaioe
sous to the League.

To tas Epiron or Tuw Svx- Sir: The
recent artioles published about youung Mr.
Seumas O'Sheel, allas James Shields, recall
to my mind that & very similar state of affairs
existed in Bohemis for many years to that
which seems to be in existence in Ireland
and in English spe & oountries in 80 far
as they deal with Lrish matters. The facts
recounted Delow are well attested so far as
they relate great matters by testinony
history: smaller matters are of tradi.
tion, muoch it from my father, who left

mia in le. when he was over 50 years
oid, and knew Whereof he spoke.

Bohemia, being like Ireland a conqueved
and misgoverned land, felt ghe heel of "
German stranger very heavy on her veck,
and our Czech people endured every humilia-
tion possible; they were actually forbidden
to speak their native language, German
being enforced; no profession, whether law,
medicine or even teaching, was open to twem:
the very signs over shops and on lamp posts
were in the bated foreign tongue. The people
were referred to as “natives” by their Teutonio
lords, and maay indeed were found, as among
the Llrish, to Germanize their names in order
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to
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to ® Pro; with thejr rulers, for it was
beo:}m .orl:ﬂ s 'v"ohr.tlu' rmn;ult was
D alied o s tovhend triend
gt ala 7o had & naryralbent for scboiaie
a
ar.l% y xh 1, up to which tin a hu

hemian patronywie,

Bﬁ' iﬁ-pc ‘ulprr r Y
:ﬁ& ’ucmo i - tﬁar‘? uc»f

m%m n. i8 name aned mutc. llxke
e}' Lﬂl “xull&yu * which is all 1 recall now
of t’s \same ne bcg'un tica found muoh
soun

npame
nee rat

nderous fun at in the guttural
and unpranounceableness of Bohemian
neral, an the deplorable
“natives” themselves that man

o them, “If the n in the
&ound t{n !hf‘)?'w':u of ¢

snoh w
world at all,
werm

an A
and they often carried the change further by
mutmnc rro-nm Church ‘and profesting.

dil the teacher snnken of, to be either
agnostics or Protestants. When they reached
this atage they were tha most rabid haters

zech ways that ¢coud be imagined, and
my father used to laugh at some of the Irisk
ropo he met here who, having prospered,
urned their coats exact y as his_teacher
many others had done in Bohemia

in his youth

ta“roung lowma“ started years ago,
which began to do"¥xact'y what the Cae'io
League has done in Ireand \‘Young me
wers encouuaod to be good Bohemians an
not imitation Germans: afea'ing of nat ona’ity
was created among the (zechs, od songs
were recoverad and taught to the peope
o'd customs revived and shown to be as good
the T“erman ones that had been forced
* high sohoo' and co''ege students he d
their Bohemian names with all the speliing
so dificu't to 'ord y Cerman ears. and the
vor{:honkuperl ut out s'#ns in the tongus
of the peon e. To-davconditions in that coun
try.once fu''yas distressfu' asever in Ire'and
are a'most norma’', and I fo''owed with great
interest the attempt of Shamus O'Sha'e tospell
his name as he p eused. ; ,
‘ Jonux Nepomre WogAL.
NEw Yonx, February 22,
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More Damming of the Nile.
From the London Timas,

Sir Willlam Willcock$ In an address on “Tha
Bullding of Nlle Reservolrs” contends that ths
construction of & barrage at the junction of the
White and Blue Nlles at Khartum provides ths
principal engineering solution of the recurrence of
Jow Nile floods, a danger minimized, 1t Is true. by
the construction of the Assuan dam, but still a
peril to Egypt. He considers that an espenditurs
of something under three mlillons steriing would
sufMce for works with a ftorage capacity of thres
milllard cuble meters 0f water, a result that wounld
greatly exceed what has been accomplished by tha
Assuan dam. Out of the six milllard cuble meters
of water needed for Egypt the Assaun reservolr
will only be able to supply t For the other four
we shall have 1o turn to the terminal reach of the
White Nile, with Jts wide channel, about 1,000 kilo
meters in length, with no appreciable slope In 500
kilometers, and oné gf 1-100,000 only In the remaln
ing 500, v

When Egypt needed dasin Irrigation—through
a period of 6,000 years—thgwnud solvent Waters of
the Blue Nlle, alded by the st!l! more turbid waters
of the Atha#ra. supplied her needs. When to-dayr
we need to store clear waler for the summer on an
immensge scale the White Nije s ready with its
reservolrilke basin 10 meet every need not of
Egypt alone but of the Sudan as well. The White
Nlle between Lake No and Khartum |8 very nearlv
a lake In flood, and so I' would stay for ever If the
Blue Nlle were subject to a perpetuai flood. T
tween the low summer and high flood lcvels there 1=
adifference of eight meters. What we want, ther
fore, |s masonry works of such strength as wif
keep this water Impounded where It 1s when the
Blue Nlle bas fallen, and dellyer it just when Egypt
needs It, not superabundantly in October, Novem -
ber and December (when there Is no call for 1t
and in deflclency In April, May and Jure (when the
country Is crying out for waier), but vice versa,

Whatever works are carried oul the necessity of
& reservolr at Assaun remalns untouched., Thum
question was/ gone Into thoroughly at the Lime,
and the opiniom then come to still holds good—
namely, “We have concluded that It 1s absoluiely
necessary, In t? Interest of irrigation, to have
near at hand at’ the point where the Nlle enters
Egypt a reserve of water that may meet whatever
contingencies arlse,” These contingencies might
arise from the fact that some of the more Important
summer crops are Incapable of standlug a ten
day drought, while the summer discharge of
reservolrs bigh up the Nile would take many days
to reach Egypt and might sometimes nrrive too
late,

Story of a Key and Disaster.
Mrs. Hodgson Prou in Light.

You may be interested to hear of athing whioh
happened to me in Brittany last summer. 1 had
to sign some rallway transfers before the nearest
Briush Consul, who was at Brest. 1 locked up
the papers and rallway stocks In a Breton eupboard
a8 high as the celling and very solid. I kept the
key in my pocket. When my cousin and | wers
ready to start | took out the key and it would not
open {ts own cupboard. The servants caue In
turn and tried In valn, We had to miss our train
to Quimper, which was our first stage to Frest.
Now our village lor'knmlm was very rough and
ready, so the next morning I sald I would try tha
key myself once more, before he perhaps ruined
my look.

The key 0tted perfectly, and we went, But,
Iimagine, we found at the station great placards
posted up telling of the awful wreck of the Drest
train the day before: and it was the train in which
we should have been but for the obstinancy of the
key. We saw the carriages all fallen into the river,
and the dead and dying were In the hospital as
Quimper. We feel this to be a greservation wroughs
from the next world that Is so near,

Senator Vance's Financial Knowledge.
From the Washington Heruld,

During his short speech on the Aldrich bill yes.
terday Senator Lodge recalled a story which he
sald the late Senator Vance used to tell ani which
the tor from Massachiusetts sald was recalled
to hiwh by the appatutly limited knowledge of the
presént membership of the Senate regarding Anan-
clal problema,

Senator Vance, he sald, durlng one of the great
financlal crises of the country went down 1o North
Carolina to make an address and was announced
%o speak on the financial questions of the day.

When he faced his audience be mo lestly admitted
that he was ool ap expurt on fAnancial questions,
and sald that In fact he knew very Uitle aboup

“About the only financlal principle with which
1 am eatirely famillar,” Senator Vance added, "is
that {5 takes tw) names to floal my pote,”

Fhilippiaes to Outlaw Playing Cards.
From the Cedu Courter,

Playlag cards are doomed w disappear In the
Philippines. Leglslation is vow in the course of
preparation to probibit the manufacture of these
cards in the Islands and thelr importation from
other countries. The punishment for the Importa-
tion of such merchandise is to be Axed at 500 pesos
for every packetimported or manufactured.

For the possession of a pack of cards thers wiill
be & fine of 100 pesos for every pack found, and In
both cascs the, cards will be confiscated and de-
stroyed.

Boston Urbanity.

To TAE EDITOR OP THE SUN--Sir; In this mom.
lng's SUN I8 a letter from a New Yorker who has
been stusek by the unusual politeness of the Bus-
tonese. As & New Yorker spurling a iew aays
In Boston | can thoroughly Indorse this writer,
To-night | was accosted by a beggar, who before
leaving begged my full pardon for baving spokes
1o me 2ot kuowing who I was,

: ADMIRER OF POLITEN RSN,

Bosrox, February 21,

Compulsory Education im China.
From ihe Shanghai Times.

The Board of Education bas proposed to punish
elther the father or brother of any child above
seven yoars old who s not sent to school, and hag
consulted with the High Commissioners, who are
complilng law codes 10 place the new crime ia Lue




